
FIREARMS AND FIREARMS OWNERSHIP IN SOUTH AFRICA  

The South African Gunowner’s Association (SAGA) is a non-profit association dedicated to the safe 

ownership and use of firearms. Despite many recent negative reports on firearms as well as certain 

tragic events that have taken place where firearms have been involved, firearms are and remain safe 

as long as certain basic safety rules are observed. These rules apply as much to motor vehicles as 

they are also potentially lethal if basic safety rules are not observed. These rules involve adequate 

training, awareness, care, responsibility, respect, sobriety and safety. 

What do guns and cars have in common? Quite simply put, only one thing. In the wrong hands both 

can be deadly. A car driven by an inexperienced, drunk or reckless driver is an unguided missile 

much like a firearm in the hands of a similarly unqualified shooter, just waiting for a tragedy to 

happen. 

Although dependable statistics are not available, history has shown that on average more people are 

killed in vehicle associated accidents than in shooting incidents. Care must be taken to place this in 

perspective because most people associate death by shooting as being criminal acts. They forget 

that there are suicides, wars, riots, revolts and insurrections where guns are used for purposes that 

may or may not be regarded as being legitimate. Then, of course there are instances where guns are 

used for purposes of self-defence, the defence and protection of others as well as property, for 

sporting activity as well as for feeding hungry mouths. 

Once again the analogy of a vehicle is necessary because these are also used for sporting activities, 

for use in war, in transporting foodstuffs and emergencies such as ambulances, fire-engines and 

police. No sane person would therefor call for a ban on motor vehicles. Why then call for a ban on 

firearms? 

The simple answer is fear and ignorance. The first-time driver behind the steering-wheel of a motor 

vehicle is both ignorant and fearful and needs to be trained to overcome the fear and to be able to 

drive the vehicle in a safe and responsible fashion. Then only, after passing the prescribed tests a 

licence is issued – not for the blanket authority to drive everything on two or more wheels, but for a 

specific class of vehicle. So also does the same apply to a firearm. You do not simply walk into a 

gunshop and buy a gun and walk out and start shooting. You must apply for a licence and a 

competency certificate and comply with all the strict provisions set out by the Firearm Control Act. 

You cannot buy all types of firearms. You are restricted by the law and very strict rules apply. 

Unfortunately there are persons who are gatherers of firearms who should, in the first instance not 

be allowed to have them just as there are those who should not be allowed behind the steering 

wheel of a car. 

Unfortunately the law is not perfect, but it is the best we have, so we must do our part to uphold it 

and safeguard the general public against those who are irresponsible, ignorant, criminally inclined 

and those that are just plain stupid. 

To say that guns kill people is as wrong and irresponsible as saying that cars kill people. People kill 

people. Guns and cars are just merely the instruments through which this is done. If there were no 

guns, killers would use other instruments. Would the gun-free and other organizations that are so 

avidly opposed to guns also oppose the other instruments of death that abound? I think not because 



there would be a ban on cars, knives, sticks, stones and any other conceivable object. Guns will be 

with us no matter what steps are taken. We must accept that. To think that a gun-free South Africa 

will exist is as stupid and short-sighted as thinking that there is an Easter Bunny, a tooth fairy or 

Santa Claus. The world is awash with firearms and if we ban guns only criminals will be armed – what 

then? 

The answer is training, awareness, good control, respect and above all, safety.     

In closing the aims and objectives of SAGA are as follows: 

 

SAGA is an acronym for the SOUTH AFRICAN GUNOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

SAGA is the voice of South Africa’s law-abiding firearm owners. 

SAGA is a non-party political, independent, non-profit association. 

SAGA was formed to protect the right of decent citizens to own and use firearms for sport, self-

defence, recreation or other legitimate purposes. 

SAGA believes that over-restrictive legislation and regulations are unfair to the responsible citizen. 

SAGA negotiates with government and other bodies, and presses for practical and logical reforms. 

SAGA actively promotes the safe handling and safe storage of firearms and is unequivocally 

opposed to their misuse. 

SAGA does not interfere with the activities of other firearm related associations, but actively seeks 

their support and assistance for the benefit of all. 

SAGA works to improve the negative image of firearms by taking positive action. 

SAGA has credibility and international acceptance as representative of South African firearm owners 

with other large national associations such as: The National Rifle Association of America; the 

National Firearms Association of Canada; the Sport Shooting Association of Australia and the 

Sporting Shooters Association of New Zealand. 

SAGA is an active member of The World Forum on the Future of Sportshooting Activities. 

 

************************************************************************************************************** 

SAGA members sign committing themselves to its pledge and memorandum. 

THE SAGA PLEDGE 

I have read SAGA’s memorandum and support its objectives. I am not a member of any organization 

which wishes to overthrow the government of South Africa by force or violence. 

I have never been convicted of a crime of violence involving the use of a firearm. I will hold to 

SAGA’s principles of safety and responsibility in firearm ownership and handling and will fulfil the 

obligations of good sportsmanship and good citizenship. 

 


