
Company South African Gunowners Association 

Ad Agency  

Type of 

advertising 
Newspaper 

Where Sunday Times Newspaper. page 16 

When Sunday 18 May 2014  

Who Gun Free South Africa 

Product Anti-gun advertisement 

Description 
The advert states that 18 South Africans are shot and killed every day. If your stolen gun was 

used, you were there.  

Objection 

1. The advert is false and misleading. It states categorically that the owner of a stolen gun is 

responsible for any crime committed with it. 2. The advert does not specify whether these 
killings were crime-related, suicides, accidents or what. 3. It does not quote its source. 4. The 

advert clearly shows a gun being used in a criminal act thereby linking all firearms to illegal 
activities. 

 
Subject: Gun Free South Africa /  2014 - 954A 

 
 
 
Dear 
Sir/Madam                                                                                                                                                                         
                                               
 
Thank you for your complaint. We have received it, and are currently in the process of capturing it on our 
data base. Please note that our system auto-generates a file reference and number (as seen above in the 
"Subject" line). While the reference may change in the near future, the number at the end should not. 
For easier communication, we ask you to please use the above reference, or the amended version 
thereof in future. 
 
Please keep in mind that we receive roughly 150 to 200 new complaints a month, and as a result there 
might be some minor delays. However, we are trying hard to give all complaints the appropriate and 
deserved attention. To explain our process very briefly, the first thing we do is to ensure that your 
complaint falls within our jurisdiction, obtain a copy of the relevant advertising and then assess this to 
determine whether the Directorate should formally investigate or not. As you can appreciate, this may 
take some time, but we hope to get back to you soon in this regard. Naturally, you are welcome to 
contact us and follow up at any time. 
 

Regards 
 
ADVERTISING STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF SOUTH AFRICA (ASA) 
 
Tel +27 11 781 2006 | Fax 27 11 781 1616 | www.asasa.org.za 
Willowview, Burnside Island Office Park, 410 Jan Smuts Avenue, Craighall Park | PO Box 41555, Craighall, 2024 

 

http://www.asasa.org.za/

