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Gun Owners’ Association Weighs in on SAPS Firearm Handling 

 
Reacting to an article (ENCA - SAPS gun proficiency under fire, November 18th), in which it 

was reported that an estimated 50-60% of SAPS officers would fail their annual firearm 

handling test, Advocate John Welch, Chairman of SAGA expressed concern, saying “Our 

men and women in blue are the lead agency in combating crime. Carrying and using 

firearms is an integral part of their day and we expect them to be far more competent than 

private gun owners as they protect themselves and the public against increasingly violent 

criminals.” Meanwhile, in Cape Town this week, a female police officer was shot dead and 

her colleague wounded in an attack while they were going about their duties. The officers’ 

firearms were stolen during the attack.  

 

Welch observed “If the statistics suggested in the newspaper report are even half accurate 

it is an issue of great concern to SAGA and to all citizens.” He suggested that “Rather than 

sit on the sidelines and criticize the Police Services, who are known to be often under-

resourced and working in dangerous and trying circumstances, SAGA is developing a plan 

to use private expertise in a useful and supportive role. Our idea is one which would see 

private gun owners and the shooting fraternity stepping up to the opportunity at local 

police station level - becoming involved in assisting to reverse this worrying status quo,” 

said Welch. 

 

He explained that “Without committing any third parties to participation at this time, we 

see the possibility for recognised Firearms Associations and Shooting bodies to be involved 

in rolling out and maintaining an agreed training and practice regime at their local shooting 

ranges for SAPS officers. SAGA believes that a program such as this could provide the 

necessary opportunity for officers to improve their firearm handling skills and stay current.” 

 

“It’s time for the shooting fraternity to step up to the plate and ‘pay it forward’ for SAPS.” 
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