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On the 12th of September 2019, the Minister of Police announced the crime statistics for 2018/19 

which sketch a rather sombre picture for those of us trying to live in peace and promoting a culture 

of “a better life for all” and “everyone should be and feel safe” in South Africa.  

For many of us the only question is: When do I become part of these statistics? Unfortunately for 

many this has already happened, and while we might not have been killed, we were the victim of a 

robbery, house breaking, rape, sexual assault, domestic violence or various other crimes. So, what is 

new, and what do we benefit from these statistics? Do we isolate ourselves even further by hiding 

behind our higher walls and rely on our improved security systems; or do we surrender to crime? 

Some people are rather cynical when talking about statistics and say that the superlative form of a 

lie is statistics. It is a fact that one can apply statistics to suit your point of view – like blaming the 

police for the high crime rate, rather than the criminals, or blaming firearms for being the cause of 

murder rather than blaming the people who abuse firearms.  

An analysis of the lengthy crime statistics document shows that firearms are the weapons of choice 

in the commission of certain violent crime, such as murder, robbery with aggravating circumstances, 

and business and home robberies. This does not mean that the majority of such crimes were 

committed with firearms. Knives and other sharpened instruments are still the weapon of choice for 

many.  

However, even if one accepts that a large proportion of violent crimes were committed with 

firearms, the issue becomes insignificant the moment you ask whether the perpetrator was in the 

lawful or unlawful possession thereof. Obviously, hoplophobes (those who fear firearms) will argue 

that had it not been for civilian possession of firearms, the criminals would not have gotten hold 

thereof. This is a sick argument, since it diverts attention from the criminal to the tool, which is an 

inanimate object, incapable of doing anything by itself.  

Two other things that these statistics do not tell you are, (i) how many of these murders were not 

really murders, but rather legitimate self-defence, including the killing of a suspect during the 

attempted execution of an arrest for a serious violent crime, or suicide or accidental or negligent 

killing; and (ii) what was the arrest, prosecution and conviction rate of those who allegedly 

committed these killings? 

The Police Minister further told us that in about 30% (6306) of all alleged murders (21,022 cases) 

they established the causative factors (which means that in 70% they did not) to include 

arguments/misunderstandings, 1727; armed robbery, 751; domestic violence, 1115; faction/intra or 

intergroup conflict, 40; farm related, 47; gang related, 1120; illegal mining, 62; mob 

justice/vigilantism, 789; police murders, 70; political related, 8; revenge, 256; and taxi violence 321.  

The two causes, which are of great concern, since they are the ones where lawfully possessed 

firearms could possibly have been used, are arguments and misunderstandings and domestic 

violence. All the others are typical crimes in which unlawfully possessed firearms and various other 

weapons would have been used.  



The number of firearms and ammunition stolen from, and lost by, the SAPS, the SANDF and other 

official institutions has increased drastically over the years. Other major contributing factors for 

putting such tools in the hands of criminals are firearms smuggling across our porous borders and 

weapons that might still be stashed from the former conflict years.  

Of course firearms do get stolen from licensed firearm owners, but we doubt whether this is a 

significant factor. Since criminals mostly use automatic weapons (R5, R4 and AK47) in business and 

cash-in-transit robberies, and as no automatic firearms have been stolen from or lost by licensed 

firearm owners, these weapons must have been sourced as described above. In any event, licensed 

firearm owners are equally subject to criminality and are being robbed and their homes plundered. 

The Minister revealed that firearms, knives, unidentified sharp objects, body parts (hands, feet, etc), 

bricks/stones/rocks, sticks, bottles/bottle heads, sjamboks, pangas/machetes, and fire/matches 

were use in the commission of the murders. For law-abiding citizens this revelation is significant as 

we need to ensure that we are properly prepared to address the threats that we may encounter. 

As responsible citizens, we do not go looking for trouble, we rather try to prevent trouble and stay 

away from danger zones. However, if harm comes our way, we need to be prepared to protect 

ourselves, our loved ones and our property. We know that we cannot rely on the police to protect us 

and that we are our own first responders to violent crime. We are responsible firearm owners who 

do not take the law into our own hands, however, we shall not tolerate criminals taking advantage 

of us. The message is clear: law-abiding and responsible firearm owners will defend themselves, 

their loved ones and their property against violent criminals. Arming oneself for lawful purposes and 

using any weapon of choice for personal defence remains a personal choice. SAGA strongly believes 

that neither government nor our courts have the right to deny any responsible and law-abiding 

citizen the right to exercise that choice. 

Issued in the interest of all responsible firearm owners. 


